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Fi rs t ,  the  s ta ts .  Over  60% of  teens repor t  that  the i r  parents  know l i t t le  or  noth ing
about  the i r  web act iv i t ies .  Over  70% of  parents  s top moni tor ing the i r  ch i ld 's  use o f
the in ternet  a f ter  they turn  14,  not  rea l iz ing that  72% of  a l l  in ternet - re la ted miss ing
ch i ld ren are  15 years  o f  age or  o lder.  Twenty- two percent  o f  ta rgets  for  on l ine
predators  are  between the ages o f  10 and 13.  Approx imate ly  90% of  the s t rangers
who knock on the "pr iva te  door"  o f  teens '  soc ia l  network  accounts  are  a l lowed to
enter.

These threats  and o thers  f rom in ternet  usage are  rea l  and a larming.  Parents ,
grandparents ,  schoo l  o f f ic ia ls ,  church leaders ,  and o thers  must  become aware o f
these dangers  and take the s teps necessary  to  pro tec t  our  ch i ld ren.

What  are the major  onl ine threats? Pornography serves as one of  the most  pervasive
of  a l l  in ternet  th reats .  Accord ing to  The Ka iser  Fami ly  Foundat ion repor t ,  70% of
teenagers  have v iewed pornography on the Web.  S ince ado lescent  males  make up
one of  the largest  consumer groups of  pornography,  and the i r  access on the in ternet
is  la rge ly  unrest r ic ted,  they may be fac ing an even more ser ious prob lem -  sexua l
add ic t ion .  Cont inued exposure to  pornography a lso  creates  a  cu l ture  o f  acceptance
for  youth  who wi l l  one day become the mothers  and fa thers  o f  our  next  generat ion.

Another  cyber  threat  is  the unregu la ted access o f  prescr ip t ion  drugs.  A Columbia
Univers i ty  s tudy found that  94% of  web s i tes  adver t is ing prescr ip t ion drugs actua l ly
do not  requ i re  a  prescr ip t ion .  In  a  recent  survey by  the Par tnersh ip  for  a  Drug-Free
Amer ica ,  4 .5  mi l l ion  U.S.  teenagers  repor ted hav ing taken prescr ip t ion  pa ink i l le rs
such as  Vicod in  or  OxyCont in  or  s t imulants  such as  Ri ta l in  or  Addera l l .  Jus t  a  few
weeks ago,  Pres ident  Bush urged Congress to  pass leg is la t ion  a imed a t  end ing the
i l lega l  sa les  o f  h igh ly  add ic t ive  prescr ip t ion  drugs on the in ternet ,  c i t ing  a  growing
number  o f  fa ta l  overdoses among young peop le .

Vio lent  media such as onl ine games and music  a lso serve as threats  to  our  ch i ldren.
Mature- ra ted games and mus ic  are  eas i ly  access ib le  through a  var ie ty  o f  webs i tes
and by emai l .  Dozens o f  s tud ies  show conc lus ive ly  that  exposure to  v io lent  media
resu l ts  in  an increase o f  aggress ive verba l  and phys ica l  behav ior  in  ch i ld ren.  For
some ch i ld ren,  exposure to  media  v io lence leads to  anx ie ty,  depress ion,  and s leep
d is turbances inc lud ing n ightmares.  For  s t i l l  o ther  youth ,  exposure to  v io lent  media
leads to  c r imina l  ac t iv i ty.

Certainly,  other elements on the internet threaten our chi ldren. Cyber bul l ies,  hackers,
and others  seek to  exp lo i t  and harm our  ch i ldren.  However,  the threat  that  presents ,
perhaps, the greatest  potent ia l  for  harm is the sexual  predator.  Predators have turned
to the internet for several  reasons. They can easi ly disguise their  ident i ty.  The internet
prov ides o f fenders  the oppor tun i ty  to  deve lop a  sense o f  fami l ia r i ty  and t rus t  w i th
ch i ld ren.  Sexua l  predators  a lso  know that  parents  rare ly  moni tor  or  t rack  a  ch i ld 's
ac t iv i ty  on l ine .



What can parents and others do to protect their  chi ldren from internet dangers? Become
internet  savvy.  Learn about  the many d i f ferent  ways chi ldren can communicate onl ine.
Parents  shou ld  know the bas ics  o f  "chat "  language.  I f  you do not  know the meanings
of  "as l " ,  "pos" ,  and "wtgp" ,  you need a  crash course in  chatese.

Cons ider  these add i t iona l  suggest ions.  Set  ru les ,  l im i t ing  your  ch i ld 's  usage o f  the
in ternet ,  espec ia l ly  the use o f  chat  rooms,  emai l ,  and persona l  webs i tes  such as
MySpace,  Xanga,  and Facebook.  Schedule  in ternet  t imes when an adu l t  i s  ava i lab le
to  superv ise .  Ta lk  w i th  your  ch i ld ren about  the dangers  o f  the in ternet .  Be spec i f ic ,
teach ing them to  l im i t  the  in format ion they share wi th  o thers  on the web.  Spend t ime
wi th  your  ch i ld ren on l ine .  Have them show you the i r  favor i te  webs i tes .  Suggest  s i tes
you have found which are  fun and safe .

Keep computers in common areas of  your home, not  in bedrooms or isolated locat ions.
Many experts are convinced that al lowing teens to have computers wi th internet access
in  the i r  bedrooms is  the most  ser ious mis take a  parent  can make.  Be nosy.  Ask your
ch i ld  about  the s i tes  they v is i ted that  day.  Ins ta l l  f i l te r  and t rack ing sof tware on your
computer.  F ind out  what  computer  sa feguards are  u t i l i zed a t  your  ch i ld 's  schoo l ,  the
publ ic  l ib rary,  and a t  the homes o f  your  ch i ld 's  f r iends.  Cons ider  hav ing your  ch i ld
commi t  to  an in ternet  p ledge.  Severa l  samples are  ava i lab le  on l ine .

No respons ib le  parent  would  dare  a l low a  s t ranger  to  come in to  the i r  home and v is i t
p r iva te ly  w i th  the i r  ch i ld .  Nor  would  they a l low the i r  ch i ld  to  v is i t  an  adu l t  bookstore
and purchase pornograph ic  mater ia l .  Respons ib le  parents  do not  take the i r  ch i ld ren
to  the mal l  to  purchase v io lent  games or  mus ic .  Some parents ,  however,  are  not
protect ing their  chi ldren from these same threats onl ine. The Lord expects us to protect
our  ch i ld ren.   Do every th ing you can to  be v ig i lan t  and proact ive  in  assur ing your
ch i ld 's  sa fe ty  on the web.


